CHAPTER III
FROM VALMY TO THE DANUBE
THE declaration of war between France and Austria was
made on April zoth 1792. It found France menaced by
a threat of invasion from the Netherlands, which were
then a wealthy part of the Austrian dominions, while
other bodies were known to be striking across Europe
with a machine-like precision that boded ill for the
tricolour.
Before long Prussia declared on the side of Austria,
while England and Russia sent their blessings preparatory
to joining the Allies. The German states opened their
arms to the Royalist emigrants, who were soon incor-
porated among the great masses that goose-stepped
through the Lowlands, or by way of the Moselle and
the Rhine. Their goal was Paris, where the Duke of
Brunswick, who commanded the Allies, intended to
deal summarily with the sansculottes who had dared
to topple a crown with their rude weapons.
But the early intoxication was still upon France, and
the country made a vast effort to meet the tide before
it deluged the frontier. On July 5th it was solemnly
announced in the Assembly that the country was in
danger. Every citi2en was called to don the blue coat
and shoulder a weapon, which was hammered out on
the local forge while the women plied their needles
through stiff clothing. The atmosphere in which these
moves went forward was a prolonged i4th of July, a
high frenzy of exultation. Three armies, each approxi-
mating 50,000 men, were formed under Lafayette,
Rochambeau, and Luckner, while the management of
foreign affairs was entrusted to Dumouriez, a good
general but whose proneness to intrigue became a
weakness.
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